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Chinese Philosophy And Politics:

1853-1905

Joshua W. K. Liao iz %« %

(This is the first of two paris of the epilogue of THE STORY OF CHINESE PHILOSOPHY completed
recently by the same author, who is now working on Contemporary Chinese Philosophy.)

HE turning-point in the recent
history of Chinese culture at
1&rge and philesophy in particular
Was marked by the life and work of
séng Kuo-fan (& B # 1811-1872),
of which the first half was spent in
Solving Oriental issues and the second
half devoted to the adjustment of
China to the impact of Occidental re-
Igion and science. The first arduous
sk he accomplished as an intel-
lectual leader and philosophic eelectic
In the Hanlin Academy, and the
Second while a public administrator
gnlfil army commander on the battle-
eld.

Nestorianism Appears

The Christian religion in the form
Of Nestorianism, as described on the
Nestorian Monument (1) in 781, ap-
Peared during the reign (627-649) of

‘ang Tai-tsung (fF & 5 ). (2)
Largcly because of the rize and
Spread of Mohammedanism, the
dctivities of the Nestorians subsided.

uring the 15th Century, when the

ongols had established the Yiian
(Jt )Dynasty on Chinese soil, mis-
Slonaries of the leading religions of
the world held debates in the Court,
fach system of worship stroggling to
adopted as the state creced. In the
tnd, for some reason or other,
La’maism—one of the most degener-
dte forms of Buddhism—was adopted.
he Christian religion was then
known as Arcoun—a 7remnant of
Nestorianism. In Europe, the Roman
urch had entertained wain hopes
9 converting the western braneh of
enghai Khan’s (1162-1227) de-
Seendants and followers then invading

@ QOccident, but these Mongols ac-
“epted the Mohammedan faith instead
ind have remained Mohammedan. In

ina, Christianity lost its ground
d“ring the transitional period between
ﬁae Yilan ( 75)and the Ming ( ¥ )

Ynasties.
l:.'I‘mvarde; the close of the Ming

Ynasty an Italian Jesuit named
Lj-31.71:90 Ricei reached China in 1582

And was followed by other Jesuits.

{3) Before attempting to spread the
Gﬂspel, he toock up Chinese cultural
Udjes, eulogized Confucianism as an
Iy of Christianity (4), made good
€nds with prominent scholars and
-“mcials, introduced Western astro-
?:my, mathematies, geography, ete,
Y the intellectual circles, and finally
B o v. Sacki The Nestorion

Monuwment in Chind.

(z} John Foster, Chureh of the
(2 T'ang Dynasty.

)¢ w. Allen, Jesuits at the
(4 Court of Peking.

) H. Bernard, Matieo Ricci's

Scientific Contribution to China.

wrote religious and scientific books in
Chinese. (b) It looked as though he
was going to shape the destiny of
Christianity in. Ckina exactly ' as
Kumarajiva had done for Buddhism.
Possibly owing to the early Jesuits’
influence in science,, many of the
eminent Chinese thinkers showed a
keen enthusiasm for science and ad-
vocated an “instrumental” theory of
knowledge.

In the meantime the Catholic mis-
sionaries began to disagree on their
policy. The Jesuits allowed the in-
clusion of the cult of ancestors in the
liturgy of their native converts while
the Dominicans and the Franciscans
forbade it. In 1704 Pope Clement XI
decided against the Jesuits while tha
Emperor K'ang-hsi ( B E2 ), who
had patronized the Jesuits, condemned
their internal dissension ag harmful
to the peace and order of the Cele-
stial Empire, and formally banned
the oceidental religion in 1707.
Thereafter the Catholic Church in
China was obliged to continue its
obscure existence in districts remote
from political centers.

Colonial Expansion

Meanwhile, the Protestant mission
progressed with the Dutch and British
commercial and colonial expansion.
In 1807 Robert Morrison (1782-1834),
an Englishman, arrived to preach the
Gospel in the Macao and Canton re-
gions. Before his death in 1834 he
had converted some natives and ae-
complished such literary works as the
Chinese version of the whole Bible
and a voluminous Chinese-English
dictionary. (6) On the other hand,
the increasing contact and conflict of
English merchants with local Chinese
authorities precipitated the infamous
Opium War between 1839 and 1842,
when the Occidentals fought with
rifles and cannons and the Celestials,

- mostly armed with swords and shields,

played a losing game. In conse-
quence, the Manchu Court had to ful-
fil such international agreements as
territorial cession, treaty-conclusion,
and port-opening. More than that,
this event exposed the inability of the
Manchus to get and keep a footing in
“All-under-Heaven” ( % T ) which
was beginning to mean to the Chinese
“the family of nations around the
globe.” The sensitive Chinese per-
ceived the urgent need of cultural re-
formation and political transforma-
tion which the degenerate but ar-

(5) H. Berna%td, “Le Confucianisme
du Pére Matthieu Ricci” in his
Sagesse chinoise et philosophie
chréitenne, pp. 101-108.

(6) Marshall Broomshall, Robert

Morrison, a Master-Builder.

rogant Manchus entirvely overlooked.
With their hope fer such improve-
ments frustrated, those 7resentful
Chinese who had neither forgotten
nor forgiven the Manchus’ usurpation
of the Dragon Throne from the Mings
attempted to challenge the moribund
conquerors. The need of reforma-
tion thus became a seed of revolution.

T°ai-p’ing Revolutionaries

The first revelutionary movement
consequent upon the Opium War—
called the T’ai-p’ing Rebellion—was
itself a product of ecultural fusion—
the revival of Chinese nationalism
under the cloak of the expansion of
Christianity. TIts leader Hung Hsiu-
Ch'uan ( ¥ % 2 1813-1864) who
had risen from social substrata in
the frontier Province of Kwangtung,
was an eye-witness of the military
and diplomatic defeat of the corrupt
mandarins, In his early prime he
came by chance under the influence
of the Occidental religion, and some-
time later with the collaboration of
his close friends he organized a rve-
ligious . fraternity of God-Worship-
pers to agitate, under the pretext of
religious propaganda, the masses of
the people for rebellion against the
alien rulers. In the summer of 1850
rebellion broke out in a Kwangsi
village, Looking backward to the
glorious past, all the participants
untied their queues, grew their hair
like the Mings, wore the Ming hats
and costumes, and attempted to
observe every possible rule of Ming
ceremony and etiquette.

Yet by appealing to the Christian
Gospel of the universal fatherhood
of God and universal brotherhood of
men, Hung Hsiu-ch'uan in every
“Proclamation of the Anti-Manchu
Campaign” called - God, Heavenly
Father, Jesus, Heavenly Elder Bro-
ther, himself, Heavenly King, and his
dominion Grand Peace Kingdom of
Heaven, namely, T’ai-p’ing T'ien-kito
(R XK BE). “Our Heavenly Fa-
ther and Heavenly Elder Brother
ordered me, the True Holy Lord and
Heavenly King,” he would declare, “to
be born to rule over the world....All
of you, whether officials or ecivilians,
are sons and daughters of our
Heavenly Father.,” The Ten Com-
mandments were strictly enforced in
the rank and file. And such precepts
as faith, love, and hope were so pro-
foundly inculcated in the followers
that the most efficient Crusade seemed
to s=spring up overnight. From
Kwangsi they marched through Hunan
and Hupeh, wherefrom they turned
eastward along the Yangtze River.
Nanking was occupied early in 1853,
and was at once made their capital.

The basis of nationalism prevailing
among the leading spirits of the
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movement was egoism rather than
patriotism. For as soon-as they had
knocked down their common enemy, but
before they reached the outskirts of the
enemy capital at Peking, they began
to quarrel among themselves, which
became the main cause of their sub-
sequent failure and ruin. Besides,
with a half-baked knowledge of the
Occidental religion, they changed their
tenets of faith at random. At first,
they followed the Catholics in the
main. Yet soon after they had start-
ed their campaign against idol-wor-
ship they destroyed the portrait
of St. Mary amidst Buddhist and
Taoist images, which eventually lost
them the confidence of the Catholiz
nations. Likewise, while preaching
the Ten Commandments in the open
they countenanced their soldiers’ brig-
andage and promiscuity, which lost
them the sympathy of most of the
Protestant visitors. In comsequence,
the Occident began to doubt their
competency to modernize the Celestial
Empire. .

Worse than that, though they had
been hailed as national Therces
emancipating the Chinese from the
Manchu yolk and re-establishing the
beloved Ming régime, yet against the
time-crowned atfeetion of the people
for ancestors, for the family, and for
the land, they drastically suppressed
the cult of ancestors and the custom

ch’'nan, the Heavenly King, was
forced to poison himself amidst
enemies, two months before Nanking
was reoccupied.

From the bitter experience in his
struggles with the Taiping vrebels
Tséng Kuo-fan learned the efficacy of
Occidental weapons, guns and ships
in particular. At first he purchased
them through foreign agents, but in
1861 he built an arsenal and shipyard
in Anking, where he had moved his
headquarters. In 1864, when Nanking
had fallen, he speeded up the estab-
lishment in Shanghai of a machine
shop. For this speeial purpose he
had enlisted the service of Yung
Wing ( % B§ 1828-1912), the first
American-educated Chinese and a
Yale graduate of the Class of 1854.
One vear later, the machine shop,
known as the Kiangnan Arsenal, ap-
peared and in 1868 hegan te build
ships. (8) The Arsenal also included
a translation bureau engaging the
services of Occidental and Chinese
scholars, and in the period from 1870
to 1904, published 177 works, most of
them being translations: 88 English,
19 American, 3 French, 5 Japanese
and 2 German. Their subjects com-
prised chemictry, physies, astronomy,
mathematics, telegraphy, navigation,
ship-construction as well as law and
government. (9) The increasing in-
terest in Occidental science materializ-

down to kowtow to the superior, they
walked forward and stretched out theil
arms to shake hands with the gravew
seated mandarin; that they spok®
mandarin after a fashion to him
very fluent English between them®
selves; and that in the afternoon be
fore giving prudent reports on theil
school work they kept playing tenn!
and baseball. Disgusted with thei®
“bad” manners, the envoy preparé®
his memorial that evening, anticip#t®
ing the usclessness of the youngster®
in public service and deploring th®
complete failure of the experimen
Upon reading the memorial, the pel’
verse Empress Dowager Tz/il-hs!
(% 7 % 5 ) immediately decided |
to reeall the students, Actually, 1
18831, the students were recallad. Some
of them realizing the hopelessness Uf
the sitnation at home remained !
America, while their superintenden
Yung Wing, appointed through th% 5
imperial recognition of the need
modernization and disappointed by the

=
o

imperial ignorance of the same need: I

after his return to China for a sho

visit stayed on in America till his
death in 1912 when his fatherlan
became a republic. (10)

Foreign-Educated Scholars

For twe decades following the I
call of the 120 students the Maneh!
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Court under the dictatorship of th® ?ti
Empress Dowager never though® |l
of sending students abroad. Nevel” |0
theless, the inereasing number of mi¥ |
sionary institutions, both Protestan® |¢h
and Catholie, throughout the Empiré {bel
continued giving Western educatio® ?.3
in China (11) to Chinese vouths, wh? hls
became either leaders or supporte ¢
of the modernization movement oU ;’h
side the Manchu Court. Of all s; 4
tempts ever made by foreign-educaté I
scholars to modernize the country tF g s

of foot-binding, enforced the use of
the solar calendar, and redistributed
estates after the fashion of com-
munism without persuading the peo-
ple of the value and need of such
changes. As a resul!, they estranged
the people from their originally
glorious cause and drove them once
again back into the arms of the Man-
chu rulers.

The Manchu Reformers

ed in the inclusion of science, part-
ienlarly mathematics, as an optional
subject in the civil service examina-
tion in 1887.

Send Students Abroad

In 1868, when Tséng Kuo-fan was
visiting the Arsenal, Yung Wing per-
suaded him fo have a mechanieal
school annexed to it. Soon afterwards
with the collaboration of Ting Jih-
eh’ang ( T H &) he presented to Tséng
a plan for sending students abroad for

During such a crisis, Tséng Kuo-fan
felt duty-bound to rescue the country
by readjusting the whole chaotic situa-
tion of political and religous turmoil.
(7) In his eyes the Manchu rulers,
though of foreign ovigin, had been
enthusiastic patrons of Chinese
culture like native emperors, whereas
the Taipings were nothing but a
gang of pseudo-patriots and super-
stitious fanatics. As early as the
summer of 1853 he eomplied with the
Manchu Government’s request to
train soldiers and sailors in the line
of Occidental implements of war in
his mnative province, Hunan. In-
augurating the rebel-suppression
campaign at the opening of the fol-
lowing, year, he issued a manifesto
enumerating seven absurdities and 10
dangers of the rebels and condemning
Christianity as bitterly as Han Yil’s

# #& ) memorial had assaulted
Buddhism. In the meantime, Oceident-
al science came to help him suppress
Oriental “Christians” under the aus-
pices of such military adventurers as
F. T. Ward (an American) and C.
T. Gordon (a Britisher). Early in
the following year, Gordon was ap-
pointed Commander of the Invincible
Corps he had trained, and helped
Tséng Kuo-fan acecomplish numerous

further studies, which Tséng made
jointly with Li Huang-chang ( 2= %t
1823-1901) and which Ting Jih-
in the summer of 1871. In 1872,
Li memorialized to the Throne
a few months before Tséng’s death,
the proposals were sanctioned by
the Empereor Tung-chih (@ % )
and carried out accordingly. There-
by Yung Wing and Ch’¢n Lan-pin
( Bi ¥ # )were authorized to select
annually from the coastal provinces
30 promising boys about 15 years old
to be sent to the United States fo
study for 15 years each. In the
meantime students were similarly
sent to England and France.

Though the experiment was origin-
ally designed to last for 20 years, it
was cut short through the ludicrous
disappointment of the Chinese Educa-
tional Commissioner Wu Tze-tung
at the “Westernized” students in
Washington, D. C. It is said that
when the students were ushered into
the presence of the dignitary the
first morning, instead of kneeling

(8) Gideon Chen, Tséng Kuo-fan,
Pioneer Promoter of the Steam-
ship in’ Ching, pp. 43-52.

(9) Cyrus H. Peake, “Some Aspects

best examples were those of Yen * -
(% #r 1853-1921), through his P
troduction of Western scientific i
by virtue of classical Chinese, 835‘)
Sun Yat-sen ( ¥ 3% 4li1866-192
through his assimilation of Westery
statecraft into Chinese politic?
philosophy.

Yen Fu, after having distingnishﬁ
himself as a most brilliant navh
cadet, was sent by the Governm®

in 1875 to study naval seience in EDf

land, where he studied mathemnﬁc:'f.
biology, and different branches
social science. Upon his return i
1880, as he found himself held et
contempt by native degree—hold 4
for his inability to command b
“oight-legged” (/X ) style of hi”
ing, he began to eoncentrate on c

nese studies and cultivate his litel

skill. - In 1894, following the crvfh,_
ing defeat of the Chinese navy by "o
Japanese who had hastily but sucte’h,_
fully absorbed Western culture. .
felt the more urgent need of studylwe :
Occidental seience on the part :
Chinese, and, accordingly, turn it
the translation of scientific books

A3y s i
(10) In 1909 he published his g
teresting book, My Life 1t

in |

'i services. In May, 1864, Hung Hsiu- of the Introduction of Modern and Americn. 1o
4 —_ Science into China,” Isis, No.  (11) C. Stanley Smith, The Deveyl.
(I (7) W.J. Hail, Tséng Kuo-fan and 63, Vol. XXII (Dec., 1834), p. ment of Protestant Theel?d™ ‘

'..' v the Taiping Rebellion, 184. Education in Ching.

e
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'l*; 'g:m@ge_ By 1897 he had completed pressed his highest hope and China's  ly thrown into the wastebasket. For
ke L p. translations of Thomas Huxley’s only hope that the Government he waited half a year without avail
at E?G!‘u..fmn‘{md Ethies, Adam Smith’s would act upon such a supreme prin- for an audience with the viceroy.
b s;zqm,.y into the Nature of Causes ciple. Coneisely expounding the gen-  But who could foretell that the need
e |8 the Wealih of Natip-n.s, Herbert eral condition of a healthy State, of reformation which Li Hung-chang
o ‘n Sbencer’s Study of Sociology. Then this was, indeed, the root of his ignored was going to become the cause
s Yeaction to the Empress Dowager’s whola.  system .of . ‘politicomediesl of destruction to the dynasty he was
i h_‘m d'état of 1898 he translated J. S. seience and the bud of the Three serving and that by throwing the
i ' ml]]’s essay On Liberty. After run- Principles of the People that he traet into the waste basket, he over-
% | i"% awey from the Boxer Uprising systematically developed several years  threw the throne he was suppoxrting?
= li_11!')('!1‘!_, he i:eggn his translation of later after the establishment of the Two decades later (in 1912) Sun Yat-
he rll]s System of Logie. In 1902 he Republic of China, Both a political sen became founder and first Pre-
(O P;T-m}ﬂted E. Jenks’ History of diagnosis and a political preseription, sident of the Republic of China.

we Ay, ics.  Between 1904 and 1907 he it was entirely ignored and apparent- (To Be Continued)

o gl‘l_dered into Chinese Montesquien’s
Mrit of the Laws and W. S, Jevons’ :
il‘l lh‘mg}— (}f LﬂﬂiC. ‘NE'EIHESS to say "IUIIIIllIllllllllllll]ll!ilIﬂ!llﬂl!illllh!l!tlllﬂllll}illillllhlNlIIIILIII!HI!]I!IIIIII'.IIIIIHIIIllllilllrlllllili]Illllﬂilllllt!IIII‘HIIIllllllllll}llll'_a
98 J‘ESG Western books have had con-
g égﬁ_!‘ahle influence on Chinese thought.
i lle!’mle::, throughout his trapslatwns
at attempted to follow his thres
he g:inmp]es of Faithfulness ( ff ),

UL

of ‘( Oficiency (3% ), and Elegance

pe | g ), and thereby set a high standard

) or subsequent Chinese translators of

16 lgocign books. The urgent need he

8 £t of reformation, however, did not ‘&

nd | goome an efficient cause for revolu- 5
On in his case. =

Sun Yat-sen’s Role

e YThe role was reserved for Sun

bW *atson, who began as a private

h: fudent, He received his early train-

b hﬁ' in Chinese Classics at his

23 ioMe village in Hsiang-shan County

% chy Kwangtung, where Hung Hsiu-

nr hell_an, leader of the Tlaip’ing Re-

ré llion, was still a living legend, and

Og b such became the national hero of

h h“* early dreams. From 1879 to 1883

13 b“- studied in Honolulu, Hawaii,

‘:: here his elder brother was success- -

La }ltin in buginess. Upon completing his =

he &h school education he returned to Take advantage now of Pan =

1 ae East to attend Queen’s College
: &‘1 the Medical College in Hongkong.
g Ofr!_sequently. he acq_uwed a sound
il |1 idental education in medical and
Slogical seiences besides avowing the

o e‘?_I'ial:ian faith, While a student, he
m'%ntly apolied the methodology of
lical seience to political resegpreh
Daring China with the Occident,
oll wiCing the causes of the former’s
al | *Pakness and the latter's strength,

American’s money-saving ex-
cursion fare. Flying Clippers
take off for Bangkok on frequent
schedules direct or via Hong
Kong. With Sleepereite service,
you'll really relax . . . arrive
fresh for business or fun. No

nb j d!“i agitating for a thorough “me- extra cost! Call S’ORF Travel =
& ,-h;‘;al t.rolat.mc;"ut" of his count;y gng Agent or Pan American for
el p = Deople. or, as soon as he ha ¥

of -E:‘ﬁh‘ed his medical training in 1892, schedules, help with passports

in by, iSited Peking and Tientsin, and and currency exchange.

in 'm:‘“ﬂly submitted to Li Hung-chang,

T8 B then strong man of the Celestial

hé c}:’ibh‘o, his Tract of Ten-thousand

it -thqmctc-.rs( #% 7 ) proposing me-

!;-fi‘ 8 for political reformation.

h* LIHAS a whole, Sun Yat-sen analyzed
he 'gtaﬂ\e tract the structure of the

= Juile on the traditional quadruple ; 3 TN W . ¢

né .8 of the Chinese, namely, Sight-seeing is different in this land of

% & B0ry.  farmers, craftsmen, ' and temples and palaces. You'll ride through Genl. Agts,, CNAC

he : d%men, and affirmed that the busy canal streets...see exotic stage dances Cathay Horel, Shanghai

b fme task of the Government is ...white elephants and teak forests Phones 15757 and 19229

@ whordinate the harmonious develop- =
OE of all different walks of life. o‘““t Fl¥iyg :

“fth he equated the governments
pl by !¢ Occident with the security a_nd
Perity of their peoples for which
7 l‘hn“"mmed up the reason in a well-
o dpq compound sentence: “Talents
tiygy aly exerted; land is fully cul-

‘d; vaw materials are fully util-
ll‘n.-ﬁa and commodities are smoothly
e 4 Ported.”  Concluding, he ex-

Puv AMERICAN ¥ 5y ™
Woerrp Agwars % ‘
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